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Xie, Geospatial Institute help cities identify 
better course for future regional trends 
By Ron Podell 
Areas in Detroit that have
less government services
have higher crime rates than
areas that provide more health
care, transportation and so­
cial services. 
Yichun Xie, a professor in
the department of geography
and geology, made this cor­
relation from mapping one of
a number of grant research
projects he's working on, us­
ing geographic information
systems (GIS). 
GIS is a computer system
designed to process, manage,
analyze and visualize data
containing the location of in­
formation. GIS systems can
be used to show anything
from crime rates in a metro­
politan region to neighbor­
hoods where particular banks
make home loans and to
whom. 
"With GIS, instead of just
processing data and statistics,
you can visualize them," Xie
said. "You can see patterns of
different data. If maps are the
same size and scale, you can
compress them side by side,
and you can see an associa­
tion for different topics and
different features. From this,
decision makers can create
support for its research pro­
grams and to launch an insti­
tutional Center of Program
Excellence Institution for
Geospatial Research and Edu­
cation (IGRE). This new in-·
stitute would enable CEITA
to grow into a leading insti­
tute for GIS research and ser­
vices in partnership with ex­
ternal funding agencies. 
Thus far, IGRE has reaped
approximately $400,000 in
grants and contracts with the
seed money, and is working
toward securing $1.5 million
more, much of it from the
National Science Foundation,
the Department of Commerce,
MERIT and county govern­
ments in Michigan, Xie said.
MAPPING STRATEGY: Yichun Xie, professor in the
department of geography and geology, reviews a GIS map
of elementary schools in Michigan.
One of the projects Xie is
hoping to gain funding for is 
an urban planning compari­
son between Detroit and
Shanghai, China. Both are
cities with old industrial bases.
While Detroit is stable in
terms of its growth, Shanghai
is exploding with growth, Xie
said. policies on how to provide
better public services." 
Detroit is one of a number
of cities and government enti­
ties that have come to the Cen­
ter for Environmental Infor­
mation, Technology and Ap-
plication (CEIT A) for its ex­
pertise in GIS research. 
As part of the University's
strategic plan funding initia­
tives for the first six months
of 2002, CEIT A was provided
$35,500 to stimulate grant
"What kind of lessons can
we learn in urban planning?"
Xie said. "This project has a
very strong element of schol-
SEE GIS, page 4
SCENES FROM THE MOSCOW BALLET 
RUSSIAN NUTCRACKER: The world-renowned
Moscow Ballet ushered in the holiday season with
performances of the Great Russian Nutcracker at Pease
Auditorium Nov. 4-6. 
Moscow Ballet's version combines the traditional
family favorite with a special prayer for peace. Unlike
many American adaptations, The Great Russian Nut­
cracker ends not in the Land of Sweets, but in the Land
of Peace and Harmony. 
Dancers (left) perform a routine and a jester (above)
does the splits in mid-air.
� Train ride as youngster inspired Giovanni's writing 
� By Summer Wilhelm 
Many years ago, two little girls used to ri_de a
train from Cincinnati to Knoxville to visit their
grandparents. On the train, they ate ham sand­
wiches made with butter instead of mayonnaise;
drank ice cold Coke from little cans and felt very
grown up because their mother wasn't traveling
with them. 
They weren't feeling unsafe or threatened, as
much of the world was at that time. They weren't
thinking about how unwelcoming the outside could
be. They were simply enjoying their ride, pro­
tected from harm or harassment by the African­
American porters on the train. The porters kept an
eye on the girls and occasionally walking by and
asking how they were doing in loud voices, meant
as a warning to other passengers: Leave those girls
alone. 
One of those girls was Nikki Giovanni, today a
popular poet and inspirational speaker. The story
was one of many she shared with the masses
gathered in the Mc Kenny Union Ballroom Nov. 6.
Giovanni was on campus as part of McKenny
Union and Campus Life's Spectrum Lecture Se­
ries. 
"We are truly in the presence of greatness,"
said Heather Neff, professor of English language
and literature, who introduced Giovanni. "Her
name and work is in every major poetry anthology
from the second half of the century. This is great­
ness that wants to share her vision." 
Giovanni, professor of English and the Gloria
D. Smith Professor of Black Studies at Virginia
Tech. University, began her lecture with a discus­
sion on current events, ranging from sorority mem-
VISITING POET: Nikki Giovanni, professor of
English and the Gloria D. Smith Professor of
Black Studies at Virginia Tech. University, spoke
to a packed McKenny Union Ballroom Nov. 6.
Giovanni, a world-renowned poet, discussed
many topics and read some of her poems during
the Spectrum Lecture Series event.
bers being killed to politicians talking too much
about sex and not enough about health care. 
She then related how she was invited to speak to
NASA, where she compared NASA's reluctant
voyage to Mars with that of the Middle Passage, a
heavily traveled route for slave ships from 1600-
1800. Both locations put people in the position of
being in a strange place with tight spaces, stale food
and no known landmarks, she said. 
Giovanni spoke of women's rights and her battle
with lung cancer and her HMO. She discussed the
"thug-life" tattoo she got after rapper Tupac Shakur
died, the lynching of 14-year-old Emmitt Till in
1955, and how she has always wanted rappers to
create a version of Martin Luther King, Jr.' s "I
Have A Dream" speech. 
Between topics, Giovanni read several of her
poems, including "Ego-Tripping," "A Robin's Nest
In Snow," and "Possum Crossing," which was
intended to remind us that we share the streets with
things other than cars, trucks and vans. 
"We're so indifferent. We can kill something
because we don't have five minutes to let it live,"
Giovanni said. 
Giovanni wrapped things up with her poem
"Train Rides," which is written in praise of black
men such as the porters that looked after Giovanni
and her sister. 
A verse of the poem reads," . . .  and you will sit
near your fire and tell tales of growing up in
segregated America and the tales will be so loving
even the white people will feel short-changed by
being privileged." 
After her discussion and poem readings,
Giovanni conducted a question-and-answer ses­
sion and book signing. 
Giovanni is the author of nearly 20 books and
made The Los Angeles Times best- seller list for her
recent book, "Blues: For All the Changes," for
which she received her second NAACP Image
Award. In 1996, Giovanni earned the Langston
Hughes A ward for Distinguished Contribution to
Arts and Letters. She also has been named "Woman
of the Year" by three different magazines - Es­
sence, Mc:.demoiselle and Ladies Home Journal.
Family, creative pursuits help Villegas keep perspective 
By Paula Miller 
Jesse Villegas is proud to
point out that he is more than
just the coordinator ofl ibrary
media support services at
EMU. He is an internation­
ally published author, de­
voted father to four daugh­
ters, and has had his art dis­
played at the Detroit Insti­
tute of Arts. 
"My work life is just a
part of my overall life,"
Villegas said. "I hate it when
EM� 
Villegas' short story was en­
tered in the non-fiction cat­
egory. The runners-up were
published in a recent issue of
Pagitica. 
One of Villegas' daugh­
ters, Halli, who is a published
poet in Canada, gave him the
idea of entering his short story
into the competition. 
Villegas' entry was titled
"The Scent of Burnt Torti­
llas, "and was based on a per­
sonal incident while growing
up in Houston, Texas. 
The incident took place
one morning while his father
was attempting to go to work.
erated every morning when
his father would prepare his
lunch for the day. 
- "He would warm tortillas
and they would have a dis­
tinctive smell," said Villegas.
Villegas has three other
daughters. Jenni lives in Los
Angeles and works in films
and television. She recently
worked with the writers on
the set of "Witchblade," a
TNT television show based
on the comic book. 
He also has twin daugh­
ters, Zoe and Alejandra, who
are 13. 
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people get into 'well, you're
just earning a paycheck here
to be able to do things out­
side ofhere.' It's all wrong."
· JACK OF ALL TRADES: Jesse Villegas, coordinator of
library media support services, has a rich and varied life,
Including his family, writing, and art work. Villegas also is
former president of UAW 1976.
"He got up one morning,
prepared his lunch and as he
was on his way to work, the
police stopped him," Villegas
said. "He was later jailed and
had to be bailed out by a
friend." 
"They're all well rounded
and I'm very fortunate,"
Villegas said. 
In addition to being recog­
nized for his writing, he has
had one of his ink drawings
displayed in the Detroit Insti­
tute of Arts. 
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Villegas has worked for
EMU for 13 years. During
this time, he has served as
presidentofUAW 1976TOP
(professionaVtechnical em­
ployees' union) for three
years, and was involved with
the Latino Advisory Coun­
cil and the Latino Student
Association. 
Villegas was recently rec­
ognized internationally for his
writing. He finished as one of
two runner-ups in the Pagitica
First Annual International
Literary Competition.
Pagitica is a literary maga­
zine based in Toronto.
"It was quite an honor to
be published by them,"
Villegas said. "I guess I'm
also the first person that
they've published outside of
Canada." 
There were three areas of
competition to enter - fic­
tion, poetry and non-fiction.
Villegas said it was a com­
mon case of harassment,
which he and his family were
no stranger to in the 5th Ward
neighborhood of Houston. 
The title of the story
evolved from the aroma gen-
Villegas also is active in
local community theatre, en­
joys photography and has a
black belt in Aikado, a defen­
sive martial art. - Rashid S.
Umar contributed to this re­
port. 
EMU BY THE NUMBERS 
A sampling of of what EMU's Dining Services serves in one year: 
85,500 pounds of French fries 
Academic Affairs seeks � 
C) 
Distinguished Faculty : 
Award nominations 
bacon 
375,600 slices _ _.__---::� 
broccoli florets 
2,478 pounds The Di vision of Academic
Affairs is currently accepting
nominations for the 2002
Ronald W. Collins Distin­
guished Faculty A wards. 
arly/creative activity as
shown through publications
and presentations, profes­
sional exhibition and perfor ­
mances. 
Awards, each worth
$3,500, are given annually in
four categories: Teaching I,
Teaching II, Scholarly/Cre­
ative Activity, and Service to 
the University. 
Teaching award nomina­
tions should include docu­
mentation showing a faculty
member's commitment to the
education of students and abil­
ity to facilitate learning
through effective teaching. 
Service to the University
award nominations should
include documentation of the
nominee's record of contri­
butions to  department
projects and committee
tasks, college and university
committee activities, in­
volvement in student activi­
ties and professionally re­
lated community activities. 
53,928 six­
ounce 
orange 
juices 
SOURCE: "Whatz Cookin"' newspaper
25,990 pounds of 
chicken tenders 
Scholarly/Creative Activ­
ity award nominations should
include documentation of the
nominee's record of schol-
Nomination forms and
supporting documents must
be submitted to the appro­
priate department head by
Jan. 13, 2003. Call Lori
Ristau, 487-2237.
Distinguished long-time alumni E. Gregg Liechty dies at 93 
E. Gregg Liechty, an influential 
Eastern Michigan University alumni
for whom the Carillon Room in Halle
Library is named, died July 17 in
Dallas. He was 93. 
affairs after moving to Dal las in 1949.
He was president of Hope Cottage
Children's Bureau, The Dallas Navy
League, and the North Dallas Cham­
ber of Commerce.
He also was active
in The Dallas
Chamber of Com­
merce and was
elected president of
The Life Members
Club. 
Born Feb. 28, 1909, Liechty was a
loyal alumnus, WWII veteran, suc­
cessful businessman and generous
benefactor. He received the Distin­
guished Alumnus Award from EMU,
where he was president of his gradu­
ating class in 1932. 
His business career consisted of
starting the Dallas office of The Asso­
ciates, senior vice president of
Hillcrest State Bank, and chief finan­
cial officer of Travelhost Magazine. 
Liechty solicited
funds for 18 civic
Liechty organizations each
year for more than
25 years. He was president of The
U.S.O. and state president of AlliedLiechty was active in many civic 
For a more extensive 
listing of University 
events, go to the Office 
of Public Information 
homepage at 
www.emich.edu/public/ 
public_information/ 
Winter 2003 registration 
continues through Nov. 23 
Winter 2003 registration runs through Sat­
urday Nov. 23, 2002. Priority appointments
are identified in the class schedule book and
on the EMU Web site at http://
w w w . e m  i c h .  e d u / p u  b I i c / r e g i  s t r a r /
rappwtrm.htm. 
Call 487-3309 to register for classes. For 
more information, call the registration help
line, 487-2300.
EMU Bookstore at McKenny 
Union taking textbook orders 
The EMU Bookstore at McKenny Union
is still accepting textbook orders for the Win­
ter 2003 Term. If you are in need of additional
requisition forms or have any questions about
the textbook ordering process, call 487 -1000,
or send an e-mail to emich@bkstore.com.
Youth, Inc. 
He was selected "East Texan of
the Month" by the State of Texas
Chambers of Commerce. He was
president of both the Park Cities
American Cancer Society and the Park
Cities Lions Club. He also was a mem­
ber of the Baylor Foundation Board
of Directors. He was a member of St.
Luke's Episcopal Church and Park
Cities Presbyterian Church. 
Liechty' s Masonic affiliates in­
cluded: Trinity Valley Lodge 1048,
Dallas Chapter No. 47 R.A.M., Dal­
las Council No. 18 R. & S.M., Dallas
Commandry No. 6 K.T., High Noon
Club and Hella Temple Shriners. 
Liechty served four years in the
Army Air Corps, with the rank of
captain, during World War II. 
Liechty is survived by his daugh­
ter and son-in-law, Jane E. and Leon
Backes, of Dallas; a daughter, Linda
Anne Morrison, of Dallas; a son and
daughter-in-law, Thomas E. and
Diana Liechty, of Michigan; four
granddaughters; eight great-grand­
children; and one brother, Karl 0.
Liechty, of Michigan. 
Memorials may be sent to the
New Horizons Children's Treatment
Home, P.O. Box 549, Goldthwaite,
Texas 76844; or Park Cities Presby­
terian Church, Dallas, Texas. 
For more information, call the
EMU Foundation at 484-1322.
COE calls for Hall of Fame United Way campaign 
candidate nominations celebration set for Nov. 20 
The College of Education is seek- Please join EMU President
ing nominees for theEMUEducation Kirkpatrick and the United Way
Alumni Hall of Fame. Campaign Leadership Team for a
Nominees may fall into either of United Way campaign celebration 
two categories: any College of Edu- Wednesday, Nov. 20, 4-5 p.m., Guild �
cation alumnus, living or dead, who Hall, McKenny Union. Desserts will m
has especially distinguished her/him- be available. Call 487-4140. 
� self in any walk or life; or any EMU 1-------------- �
alumnus, living or dead, who has es- FOCUS EMU takes break -Z�pecially distinguished her/himself in 
any aspect of education. for Thanksgiving holiday � 
Send the name of your nominee There are only three more issues m
and a brief statement about how the of FOCUS EMU before the New S::
nominee meets one of the above crite- Year. FOCUS EMU will not be pub- i
ria to: Jerry Robbins, Dean, College Jished Nov. 26 due to the Thanksgiv- ::D
of  Education.or e-mail him at ing break, but will return Tuesday, .!D
jerry.robbins@emich.edu before Dec. Dec. 3. The last issue of 2002 will be N
published Dec. 17. The first issue of O6. The selection committee will deter­
mine those to be honored during 2003. 2003 is scheduled Jan. 7. 2 
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f To be considered for vacant 
positions, all Promotional Open­
ings Application Forms MUST BE 
SUBMITTED directly to the Com­
pensation/Employment Services 
Office and received no later than 5
p.m., Monday, Nov. 25. NOTE:
CLI. IIIGAL/!jl Clll 1 /\I I IAl. Senior Financial Aid Advisor, Fi-
(Hirinc Rate) nancial Aid . 
CSAA0326 CS05 $26, 1 1 8 Senior I OOD SHIVtCUMAIN I .
Secretary, Economics. (Hiring Rate) 
l ' III JI t <;<;10N/\t./l I CttNICAI FMBF032 l FM06 $8.36 Custodian, 
arship, research and general
application for government
policies." 
In addition to the research
component, efforts to develop
a Center of Excellence in­
clude:
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LA TE OR INCOMPLETE FORMS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
(l-tmng Range) Sill/Physical Plant, 1 1  p.m.-7:30 
a.m., Sunday-Thursday. • Technology transfer.
Vacancy information may also 
be obtained by calling our 24-hour 
Jobs Line at487-001 6 .  Compensa­
tion/Employment Services office 
hours are Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 
PTBF0309 PT06 $26,300-30,7 1 6  
Accountant I ,  Grant Accounting. 
PTPR0305 PT07 $30,244-35,568 
Assistant Manager, Sports Informa­
tion, IA-Sports Information. 
PTEN0302 PT08 $34,482-41,396 
David Wolke 
Department Head, Music 
Director of Bands 
Xie is developing a GIS edu­
cation program with Mott and
Schoolcraft community col­
leges; and Detroit, Oakland
County and Monroe County
public schools. 
"This will get students in-
Why I teach at 
Eastern Mich igan University 
I was attracted to EMU by the quality of the programs and the commitment to education here. 
In the fall of 1990, I was hired as associate 
director of bands and professor of instrumental 
music education. It was only last year that I took on 
the role of head of the department of music. 
The best things about working at EMU are the 
students and the staff; together they make our 
successes possible. There's a real commitment here 
to teaching music - one that's unparalleled in the 
Midwest. Our faculty truly car�s about their students 
and that was something I realized even in my first 
interview 12 years ago. 
EMU is a great place for our students to learn and 
grow. And, like the rest of our £acuity, one of my real 
joys is helping them on their journey and seeing them 
succeed as professionals in music. 
terested in a career in GIS and
to teach interdisciplinary
courses as a tool for interdis­
ciplinary research and teach­
ing," Xie said. 
• Creating technical ser­
vice centers for government
agencies. For example, IGRE,
using existing county aerial
maps from the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture, devel­
oped an inexpensive GIS map­
ping system for Sanilac
County. IGRE helped Sanilac
County develop high-accu­
racy, digital ortho-photos. 
Aerial pictures of topogra­
phy have natural distortions
in them, caused by the height
of the plane, and the camera
angles used when the pictures
were taken, Xie said. IGRE
rectified the distortions to cre­
ate digital ortho-photos. 
IGRE also is helping
Livingston County develop
GIS applications for emer­
gency dispatch. 
• Developing GIS appli­
cation software. The city of
Flint is cu1Tently using a GIS
hand-held application Xie de­
signed that allows field work­
ers to take field surveys and
then load them on to a com­
puter back at the office, Xie
said. 
"It can be used to tell you
about housing; whether it is
vacant or how many bedrooms
or bathrooms it has," he said.
"Local governments can use
the data to make decisions
whether to demolish a prop­
erty or see if it was sold to a
developer for renovations." 
Several counties in south­
east Michigan are going to
adopt the hand-held technol­
ogy. Livingston and Oakland
counties, and the city of De­
troit have shown interest, Xie
said. 
While this type of work
will continue, Xie sees the
focus for the Center of Excel­
lence including more inter­
disciplinary research studies
and teaching. Approximately
a dozen faculty on campus
have been trained to conduct
research involving GIS . 
"We have a good group of
faculty members exposed to
GIS," Xie said. "Graduate and
undergraduate programs in
GIS are already offered. 
"We are going to create an
undergraduate minor and a
certificate program (in GIS),
probably within a year," said
Xie.
